NOTES ON BIEDS FROM GERMAN AND BRITISH EAST 

AFRICA. 



By ILviiuv C. Ohkkiioi.skk, 

Onilfhohxjisf^ IkjHirtxind of A(jrlrnltnn\ 



Since the publication of the catiilogiie of birds (‘ollected by Dr. 
\\\ L. Abbott ill tlie vicinity of Mount Ivilimun jiiro/^ consi(h‘rai)le 
nuiterijil from nei^hboriiio' regions has liecii examined, which throws 
lioht on some of the species involved. Besides U. S. National Museum 
specimens, there were a numlier from Mombasa, British East Africa, 
made available in the present connection throuo-h the kindness of Dr. 
W . d. Holland, director of the Carnegie ^luseum in Pittsburg, Penns^d- 
vania, who has also obligingly iiermitted the inclusion here of notes on a 
number of interesting species not represented in Doctor AbbotEs col- 
lection; and the writer’s thanks are due him for this and other courte- 
sies. For purj)oses of convenient collation, ref(U*enees to Doctoi- 
Holland’s paper on JMombasa birds* are given under most of the species 
treated. 

Family (EDlCNPAMIDHk 

CEDICNEMUS VERMICULATUS VERMICULATUS Cabanis. 
(kdiniemn.^ vermiruhdHfi Cahanis, Joiirn. f. Ornitli., ISbS, p. 418 ( luist Africa). 

A single specimen from Mombasa, recorded by Doctor Holland as 
(Edlvnemu,^ bidongs undoubtedly to (K rerm It is 

a female in worn plumage, and is of interest from this northern local- 
it}", even though previously reported from the same place. 

Family (d)LFMBID.K. 

TURTUR SEMITORQUATUS INTERMEDIUS Erlanger. 

Torfuv sem’ditniuatnshdcrmedinii .}u\\n\. f. Ornitli., ia05, p. 124 (Koha- 

Sclialo, lake I’egion <»f sontheru Slioa, .«ontlicrn Abyssinia). 

A siiecimen from Mombasa^ is identical with others from Taveta and 
M ount Kilimanjaro, and belongs apparently to this form. 

'/Olierholser, broc. V. S. Nat. iMns., 1905, pj>. H28-0.10. 

^oVnn. Carnegie ^Ins., Ill, 1905, p}>. 458-408. 

<‘ldein, p. 453. 

d Turtur sendtorfjnatua Itoliand, .\nn. C^irnegii^ Mns., Ill, 1905, p. 454. 
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TURTUR CAPICOLA TROPICUS Reichenow. 

Tnrlur cnpirola tropica Kkiciienow, ( >riiith. ^lonats])ei‘., 1902, p. lo9 (East Africa). 

.Vii (\\iunple from Moml){isti, recorded ]>y Doctor lloJhind as Turtur 
rapiroht a^T(M\s witli birds from the Kilimanjaro region 

ill ty])ically exhil)iting the character's of Tnrtur c, tr(>2)!cux, 

CHALCOPELIA CHALCOSPILA ACANTHINA Oberholser. 

i'halcopeila chalcosplla acauthina ( Ikeuiiolskh, l‘roc. U. S. 2^at. XXVIII, 

1905, ]>. 845 Kilimanjaro, German East Africa). 

A specimem from Mombasa is tyj^ical of the recentl}^ described 
northeastern race Chalnqhlht cludco^piht acanthi na^ agreeing per- 
fectly with the type from ]\loiint Kilimanjaro. 

Family PICID.F. 

CAMPETHERA ABINGONI MOMBASSICA (Fischer and Reichenow). 

Plcm [(\unpothcr<i) inonthai^slcus Fisciiku and Reichenow, Jourii. f. Ornitli., 
1884, ]). 202 (Mom])asa, British East Africa). 

An adult male from Mombasa e^xhiliits the characters of tliis snl)- 
species and shows it to lie one of the most distinct of the races of 
0(///i jfcthcra at>ln(fun 1. 

The four forms, cliryHimt^ ahhajonl^ saahcUca^ and taonilja^sica^ 
have been considered )jy Doctor Reichenow sulispecies of CantjxfJtera 
chrysaraS but as C. ahinyonh^ was the earliest of these races to be 
described it should furnish the specific term, and the birds be called 

Canipetltera ahlnyonl ahlnyoni (Smith). 

Camjn theca ahlnyonl chrycuca (Swainson). 

Can()>eth(ca ahlnyonl saahellca (Reichenow). 

Camy)eth(ca ahlnyonl nonnhai^sica (Fischer and Reiclumow). 

CAMPETHERA NUBICA PALLIDA (Reichenow). 

I>en<lr(mws cuhlcas var. pallida Reichenow, Vogel Afrikas, II, 1908, p. 179 
(M]>apna, German East Africa; and I>arawa, Italian Somali Land). 

An adult male from Mom))asa^' differs from Kilimanjaix) and Taveta 
speciuKMis in its i)alcr colors, and agrees with Doctor Reiclienow's diag- 
nosis of indicating that this is n distinguishalile race. 

^'Ann. ('arnegieAMns., HE, 1905, p. 454. 

Chalcopclla chalcosplla Holland, Ann. Carnegie J\Ins., Ill, 1905, j). 454. 

Dendromus c//n/.s*;naf.s- Swainson, Birds West Afr., II, 1887, j). 158 (Senegal). 

Chrt/soptilus id/najoal Smith, Rep. Exped. Exj)lor. Cent. Afr., Append., 1880 

58 ( Port Natal). 

Deiidromiis nubirus Holland, Ann. Carnegie ]Miis., Ill, 1905, p. 450. 
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DENDROPICOS GUINEENSIS MASSAICUS Neumann. 

Dendropicus piiineOiSs mn.ssa!rtis Nkualann, Jonrn. f. Omitli., U)()(), p. i>or> 
(Ndalalani, Ngiinimaii Lakes ^lasai Land, ( rermaii Last Africa). 

A specimen from ]\Ioml)as:i recorded liy Doctor Holhuulas Thndro- 
plcoH hartlauM^^ is just like our Taveta specimens, and is further evi- 
dence of the propi-iety of recog-nizinc,^ this snhspecies of IhndmpieoH 
guhieensis. 

Family rNDlCATOUID Jv. 



MELIGNOTHES MINOR DIADEMATUS (Ruppell). 

Indicator diadematas KtirpELL, Neiie Wirl>. Laun. Abyss., Vn^^d, l.s:Jb, j». (U 
(wooded region of Abyssinia). 

Specimens from ^Mombasa recorded l)y Do(‘tor TIollaiid as Indicator 
niinor^^ agree with the Kilimanjaro l)ird, and show that JA //o dlade- 
)natm is the form occurring* at that locality. As with most of the 
honcy-g*uides, there is much individual variation in dlademataa, but 
this does not vitiate the (‘haracters of the race. It is of valuable inter- 
est to note that Ruppell discovered the mistake he made when describ- 
ing* Indicator diadematn,^^ and that aftei' comparing his bird with a 
specimen of minor from the Cape of Good Hope he dexdared them 
identical. 



MELIGNOTHES EXILIS MELIPHILUS Oberholser. 

MeUgnothei^ exills nuiiphilnx Obekiiolser, IToc. U. S. Nat. Mas., X XVII I, lt)05, 
j). S6d. (Taveta, British East Africa). 

In a })aper appearing in the Jidy issue of the Journal fiir Ornitho- 
logieJ‘ and received since my paper was published, Frlanger states 
that Indicatfjr 7nin(frtcitc?isi, a subspeci(‘s of c.rilis\ not, as 
Doctor Reichenow intimates,^ of minor. If this proves to be the case, 
I have probably redescril)ed Met i gnotJus e.rih\s tciti nnis (Neumann) as 
Melig notlu^H ejcilm mdipldiluH^ and the imme tcitcndm of coursi' should be 
used for this race; if not, the forms of 2Ict ignothc.'< stand as given in 
nw previous paper.*^ The status of the other members of the genus 
is not adected hy this change. 

Carnegie ]\Iiis. , 111, JbOb, p. 45fk 

^^Neiie tVirl). Faun. Abyss., \T>gel, ISob, p. S5; .^ee also ( )b(‘rliolscr, Froc. P. S. 
Nat. Mas., XXVIll, U)05,*p. StiS. 

<bl()urn. f. Ornith., July, 1905, pj). 404-4<)7. 

^ndein, 1900, j>. 195 (Bura, Teita, Britisli F.ast A frica) . 

Vogel Afrikas, II, 1902, p. 112. 

.tProc. U. S. Nat. Miis., XXVHl, 1905, pp. S(),S-S74. 
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Fsmiily (X')UACIin.1^. 

EURYSTOMUS AFER SUAHELICUS Neumann. 

Eurii.'iiolilu.'i afcr suahclirns Xioumann', Jniini. f, Ornitli., 1905, j). 1S<> (Tsclmra, 
Tana Kiv<.*r, British >^ust Africa). 

One of tlio Moinhasii speciiiUMi.'> reeorded liy Doctor liolhiiuD* 1ms 
l)(‘en exaiiiinod. It is a])p:iroiitly tv})ical of the eastern race recently 
s(^parated by Mr. Neumann/^ 

Family MFltOPID.F. 

MEROPS SUPERCILIOSUS SUPERCILIOSUS Linnseus. 

Linn.kcs, 8yst. Xat., Tith ed., I, 17()G, p. 18l> (.Mada;j:ascar). 

Two specimens fi*om ^Mombasa are apparently typical J/. xKj>erciiin- 

and show little or no approach to /osiis (lonaJdsont 

of Somali Land.'* 

Family PLOCdETD.P. 

AMBLYOSPIZA ALBIFRONS iETHIOPICA Neumann. 

Atnhlffo.'ipiza acthi(fpi('(( Xhcmann, Oniith. ^lonatslxa’., 1902, ]). 9 (Omn River, 
jUalo, Al>yssinia). 

Two specimens from ^lombasa examined belong- to this race i*ather 
than to Af/ddf/osj)!'(f athifrwis alhifr<»tf< to Avhich they have been 
referred by Doctor Holland.'^ 

HYPHANTORNIS AUREOFLAVUS (Smith). 

IVornim (wreojlarua Smith, 111. Zool. S. Afr., Aves, 18M9, text to }>1. xx.\, 11.1:. 1 
(SitM-ra Leone! [hx'ality (‘rroneoiis?] ). 

Three specimens of this species from Taveta, British Fast Africa, 
were inadvei’tently referi*ed by the presemt writer' to IlypJnnitorni}^ 
hnjfr!. In addition to otlier <*liaractei’s, I!i/]>hanfonilf< atu‘(<f^d<o'usmxiy 
be distine-uished from If. hojeri in nearly all phnnae’es by the less 
i^^olden — more o-reenish — sliade of both n})i)er and lower parts. 

Family PYC^NONOTID.F. 

PYCNONOTUS LAYARDI MICRUS Oberholser. 

Pnn) 0 )ioiu.^ I(Uf(tnU micrus OrEinioLSEu, IVoe. V. S. Nut. ^lus., XXVllT, 190r>, 
}). 891 (Taveta, British Fast Africa). 

Examples from jMombasa '’ bear out the characters orig inally assio ned 
to this race. 

Ein'f/.s‘tonius afer Holland, .Vnn. Carnegie ^his., IH, 1905, j). 457. 

Eurifstoiuu.'i afer SKvywsSf Jonrn. f. Ornith., 1905, jx ISO. 

•\]feropfi sitptrcUioi^iis donahUon'i Oberholser, Broc. F. S. Nat. ]\Ins., XXVII, 1904, 
ji. 737 (Bar ^ladn, (iaiiana River, Somali Land). 

<L\nn. Carnegie ]\Ins., HI, 1905, p. 400. 

^Broc. r. S. Nat. Mns,, XXVllT, 1905, p. 877. 

f Pijcnonotus iai/uvdi Holland, Ann. Carnegie Mus., Ill, 1905, p. 401. 
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Family TI]MALI11)J<;. 

BESSONORNIS SUBRUFESCENS INTERCEDENS Cabanis. 

Bessouornb Interredms Oajsanj.s, Joiini. f. Ornith., 1S7S, p)>. 218 (Kilni, 

Ukamba, liritisli Kant Afri(‘a). 

A single adult male (‘olleeted by Dr. W. L. Abbott at 5,0b() feet 
altitude on Mount Kilimanjaro, July LSScS, was naamtly recorded 
as C(h8stjj)jHi Ih'iu/HhI fHfrrmrdia/'' The pr<*s(‘nt op})oi‘tiinity of eom- 
paidngit with a sei'ies of true Ih\s.sonorN is (— Cosst/j)Ihi) !h tujU/ti i/tfrr- 
luediid* from ^Mombasa shows that it ladongs to the otlnu* species (Jl. 
rufesn^ns) which ditiers from I>, hemflini in its darker and slate-col- 
ored instead of olivcvbi'own upper surfac(‘; hlackish middh‘ tail- 
blathers, and less exbmsive white superciliary stripes that do not 
meet across th(‘ forelu'ad as in Iteiujlitu. Tlie original dcs(u*i})tion of 
Be,sso7ffjr/iis sfd)rnf<\s<u^tis^ was based on sjx‘ciinens from Caconda, 
Angola, and therefore repn\sents tlu‘AVest African form, from whir*h 
the IJef^xornis itdervidens of Cabanis seems to ditier sutliciently in 
itssmallei* size and h‘ss blackish tail-feathers to stand tis a snbs])ecies. 

Our attention has lu'cn (‘ailed by Mr. AV. K. (\ Todd to the fact 
that C(fssy]>jH(J' the nanu' in common us(‘ for the pi‘(\s(mt genus, is 
preoccupied in entomology (Coleoptei'a) by C<tssi/j>Jnis Fabricius*/ it 
therefore will have to giv<^ way to B(^ssonov 7 iis Smith. 



Family SYLVIID.E. 

CISTICOLA HYPOXANTHA Hartlaub. 

Cistirola hyporn nihil TiAKTLAra, Pro(^. Zool. Sue. lA)nd., 1880, p. 624 (Magiin<<o, 
iiortlieasbTU (aid <jf Lake* Allicrt Nyiinza, British 7^'ast Afi-ica). 

This species, bas('d upon a single immature specimen, has hitherto 
been almost uniformly synoiivmized with Cisti<^ol<i notwith- 

standing its wididy separated range. Foui- specimens, however, col- 
lected b}" j\[r. Doherty at Mombasa, and r(^corded by Doctor irollaiuF' 
as Oistiadn ajf, i*af:r (^), sp. nov. (?) vel. rufir subspeci(‘s,'' prove 
beyond much doubt that it is cpiite distinct, dittering from Cistindu 
vufa oi W(‘stern Africa in its less unifoian upper surface, the jiileum 

«Oberholser, Pnjc. U. S. Nat. Mas., XXVIII, ia05, p. 894. 

^ Bessornis hUermecHa Cabanis, von <ler Dccken’s Kt4seii, III, 1869, Pt. 1, }>. 22, 
pi. XII (coast of East Africa). 

Cossypjia siihrnfescens Proc. Z<X)1. 8oc. Loud., 1869, p. 4.>n. 

fMourn. f. Ornith., 1878, p. 205. 

^Vigors, Zool. Jonrii., II, 1826, p. M96 (type, Tnnhis rorifertins >^\vmmun = Mn8ri- 
capa hicolor Sparrnian). 

/Ent. Syst., I, Pt. 2, 1792; p. 97. 

J/Pvep. Exped. Explor. Cent. Africa, App., 1886, p. 4(t (misprinted Dessonorni.s; 
type Dfi^.^ononiis humernlia Smith). 

/^Ann. Carnegie Mus., Ill, 1905, }>. 462. 
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bein^ much more rufescent than the back and like it streaked with 
darker brown or l)Iackish; in its lack of a perceptible superciliaiy 
stripe; much paler huffy breast, sides, and ffanks; white, or at most 
only pale huffy lower tail-coverts; and huffy white instead of rufous 
inner margins of the wing-quills. It probably ranges over most if not 
all of British P^ast Africa. 

The adult of this species, which appears to have l>een hitherto 
unknown, may be described as follows: 

Male, Cat. No. 813G, Carnegie Museum; Mombasa, British P]ast 
Africa, September or October, 1900; William Doherty. Pileum and 
cervix mummy bi-own, the feathers of the former with darker cen- 
ters; back, scapulars, and rump hair brown, rufescent anteriorly, the 
feathers, except on the rump, with dark brown shaft streaks; upper 
tail-coverts mumm}^ brown; tail bistre brown, the middle pair of 
rectrices with an obsolete subterminal band of darker, the remaining 
ones with more or less extensive grayish or huffy tips and blackish 
subterminal bars; wings fuscous, the secondary coverts and tertials 
broadly margined with hair brown, more rufescent on the greater 
coverts; the primary coverts, primai'ies, and secondaries edged exter- 
ternally with rufescent bistre brown; lores, a narrow eye ring, cheeks, 
and auriculars buff', the last mixed with pale brownish; sides of neck 
brown like the nape, but considerabl}^ lighter; chin, middle of throat 
and abdomen, with lower tail -coverts, creamy white; remainder of 
under parts cream buff', deeper on sides and ffanks; lining of wing 
pale cream buff; inner margins of wing-quills dull huffy whitish. 

The immature bird, on wliich the original description of melano- 
xantha was based, and of which there arc two specimens in the Dolierty 
collection, differs from the adult in being almost uniformly pale yel- 
lowish below, and more uniform dull rufescent or yellowish l)rown on 
the upper parts, the pileum scarce!}^ more rufescent than the back. 

Measurements of this species are given below. 



Sex ami age. 


Loeality. 


Date. 


Wing. 


Tail. 


ExiK>se«l 
eu linen. 


Tarsus. 


Female adult 


Mombasa, British East 
Afriea. 


September or Oc- 
tober, ItKX). 

do 


mm. 

43. 5 


mm. 

34.5 


I m m. 

10.5 


mm. 

18.0 


Do 


41.0 


32.0 


9.5 


17.0 


Male juvenile 


do ^ 


do 


47.5 


41.0 


9.5 

8. 5 


17 0 


Female juvenile .. 


do 1 


do 


44.0 


38.0 


17.5 










Average 


1 




44.8 


3G.4 


9.6 


17.4 
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SYLVIETTA WHYTII JACKSONI Sharpe. 

Sylviella jacksoiil Bull. Brit. Orn. (^uh, VI 1, IS‘I7, p. vii ( Kmiiassia, 

Briti8li Ea^t Africa). 

A single specimen from Mombasa, recorded by Doctor Holland as 
Si/hueUa is identical with th(' example collected ]>v Doctor 

Abbott at Taveta, and substantiates onr remarks (*oncerning the stat us 
of Sijlvietta irlujtJi jdrk.^onJ 

PRINIA MISTACEA Riippell. 

Prinia misiacea Ritpcell, Neiie Wirb. Faun. Abysy., Vn^cl, p. 110 (< iomlar, 
Al)yssinia). 

Immature birds of this exceedingly- variable species differ considi'r- 
ably from the adults in their paler upper surface, more rnf(‘.scent wing 
margins, and pale liills, this last a characteristic of both male tind 
female, as is shown by two specimens from Momliasa.'* 

Family MUSCKbVPrD.E. 

BATIS SENEGALENSIS ORIENTALIS ( Heuglin). 

PlatyMira orkntalis TIecglix, Oruith. Nordost-Afr., 1, 1871, ]*. 449 (Abys.'^inia). 

A specimen from ^MombavSa'"' is typical of this form. 

PLATYSTEIRA CRYPTOLEUCA Oberholser. 

Platydemi cryptoleuc((. Proc. U. S. Nat. Mus., XXVIll, 1905, \\. 9i:i 

(Useri River, plains of Mount Kiliiuanjaro, British East Africa). 

Specimens from Mombasa, recorded by Doctor Holland as Plafij- 
^>c//'e?'^B^Aagree with the type of cnjptoleuca in having the large 
concealed patch of white on the nape, but both male and female soiik'- 
times have concealed white spots on the rum}), from which it a[)}i(‘ars 
that their absence is not constantly diagnostic of cnjptoluu'a. as 
sup}30sed. 

TCHITREA FERRETI Guerin. 

Trhitrea ferret! Guerin, Rev. Zool., 1S4S, p. 162 (Abyssinia). 

Examination of considerable additional material since the }4ii))lica- 
tion of my [previous notes on Tt^hdrrR HimhAiva seems to throw light 
on the relationshi}is of Trlufna ,^Kahchca^ 7. jxjrsjsctihdit, and 7. 
viridi^f (= T, cridatif Authors). 

«Ann. Carnegie Mas., Ill, 1905, j>. 162. 

HVoc. U. 8. Nat. :Mus., XXVllI, 1905, p. 906. 

^These are numbers 8181 and 8182, Carnegie Museum, which were inadv(‘rtently 
recorded by Doctor Holland (Ann. Caniegie Mas., HI, 1905, p. 462) under “(V.v/c 
cola ajf. ruficA^ 

B<U!,^ seneyalensis Ann. Carnegie ^las., Ill, 19()5, p. 4.>S. 

'“'Ann. Carnegie ]M us., HI, 1905, p. 45S. 

/Proc. U. S. Nat. ]\Ias., XXVIII, 1905, p. 915. 
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There .seems to be little doubt thjit the Ihrds from Abyssinia and 
othei* parts of northeastern Africa, which represent Tchitrea ferreti 
Guerin,^ are identical with those from P]ast Africa which Doctor 
Reichenow has called T, suahelica and the proper name for both is 
therefore Tchitrea f err et I Guerin. Mr. Oscar Neumann in a recent 
connection ^ has revived this name for the Ab^^ssinian bird, which he 
found to differ from the west African T, riridin^ and of which he 
made it a sul)species, l>ut he appears to be unacquainted with Reiche- 
now’s T, eiuaJtelica^ or at least not to have suspected its relationship to 
T, fi rreti. 

The present study has but confirmed the opinion previously ex- 
pressed^^ that Tchitrea ft rreti (i. e., is a pei'fectly 

distinct species, although in some respects intermediate between T 
per.^j^icUlata and T vvVvV/A, or, as it might possibly be more accurately 
stated, combining their chai*acters. In its chestnut-backed plumage, 
of all stages except the veiy young, and even before the long central 
tail-feathers appear, it differs from Tchitrea ]}erf<j>iciUata> in its more 
blackish wing-quills; black primary coverts and outermost secondary 
coverts; broad white instead of rufous edgings to the exterior webs 
of most of the primaries, secondaries, primary coverts, and outer 
secondaiy coverts; more bluish head and upper throat; less purely 
white lining of wings, and less whitish abdomen. In its white plum- 
age, to which there seems to be no corresponding stage in T j>ers2>i- 
eillata. it of coui’se differs additionally b}" reason of its white back and 
tail. Pb*om Tchitrea riridis of western Africa it may readily be dis- 
tinguished in rufous-backed plumage, hy the white or at most very 
pale rufous lower tail-coverts; much less uniform lower surface, the 
abdomen being much paler — on the anal region sometimes even 
whitish — and the metallic bluish of the throat less extended posteriorly; 
grayish or rufescent white instead of plain slate-colored lining of wings, 
including axillars; and more extensive white margins of the wing- 
(piills and coverts. In the white-backed plumage, however, these 
two species are, like some of the oriental forms of this genus, much 
more difficult to distinguish, but T. ferreti may be identitied by its 
paler abdomen, less posterior extension of the metallie blue of the 
throat, white lower tail-eoverts, more whitish lining of wing, and 
rather broader and moi-e extensive white margins of the wing-quills 
and coverts, although it must be said that all of these characters, 
excepting the ffrst two, are to some extent uncertain. 

So far tis Tchitrea i)en<})iciUata is concerned with T. viridin^ there is 
comparatively little real need for comparison, as it differs much more 

«Rev. Zoul., 1843, ]). 162. 

Tirpsiphone .perspirilUxUi suahdicu Keicheiiow, W’erth. Mittl. llochl. ileutsch. 
Ost-Afr., 1898, i>. 275. 

'’.lotirn. f. Oniitli., 190.5, pj). 211-213. 

./Oberholser, I’loc. T. .S Nat, .Mus., .XXVIII, 190.5, p. 91.5. 



NO. 1469. 



EAST AFRICAX BTJU)S~-OnFJlIini.SKn. SOU 

than from T. ferreti^ or than even doe.s the latter from T. riridis. 
However, from T, in riifoiis-hacked .stage, T, pir^^pir'dJata mav 

readily be distinguished l)y its brown instead of ))lack wing-qnills 
uniform rufous wing without white edgings or )>lack coverts*^ exdvn- 
sively white lining of wdng; whitish abdonnm; white under tail-eoverts; 
paler breast; and more greenish metallic shade of head and throat, 
which color is less extended posteriorly on the lower surface. 

The geographical distribution of these three species is about as fol- 
lows: 

Tchitrea perspiciUata (Swainson).— SoiitheastcM-n Africa, north to 
near the Zambesi Kiver. 

Guerin {^Tchlirea suahvliva | Reich- 

enow] ). — Eastern and northeastern Africa, from the Zambesi River 
to Ab}\ssinia and Somali Land. 

Tchitrea ^dridk (Miiller) {—Tchitrea cridata |(fni(dinj). West- 
ern Africa, from Senegambia to Gabun. 

Family LANIIILE. 

POMATORHYNCHUS SENEGALUS ARMENUS, new subspecies. 

Cha7\^. subsp, — Similar to l^omaforJnjnchns .'^ent ^jal as .^eiieijal a,^ in size 
and general color, but upper parts more rufescent, the anterior portion 
of the superciliary stripe tinged with ochraceous instead of being pure 
white; lower surface more washed with l)utfy. 

Description, — Type, adult male, No. llS,id8 F.S.N.^L; Plains of 
Taveta, British East Africa, June 28, 1888; Dr. W. L. Abbott. 
Pileum, lores, and postocular streak black; superciliary strip(‘ ochra- 
ceous buti', paler anteriorly; upper and lower (‘^ndids white; cheeks 
butfy whitish; auriculars and sides of neck tawny clay color; ceryix, 
back, and scapulars reddish chestnut, th(‘ last with broad brownish 
black centers; rump and upp(‘r tail-coverts hair brown; middh‘ tail- 
feathers broccoli brown, numerously and itarrowly barred with dai'ker 
brown; remaining rectrices Idack, with broad white tips which increase 
in size on the outer feathers, the two outermost also narrowly margined 
with whitish on the distal ])Oi*tion of tlndr outer webs; wing-((uills 
fuscous, broadly edged externally with ferruginous, tlu‘ tertials also 
bordered on both webs with a lighter shade of the saimu suptu-ior 
wing-coverts ferruginous, the greater series with narrow shaft mark- 
ings of blackish; ventral surface white, washed with butly, particulai'ly 
on the lower tail-coverts; the breast, sides, and tlaid^s mor(» or h\ss 
shaded with grayish; edge of wing* white; lining of wing and inmu* 
edges of wing-quills basall}^ tawn}\ 

Two of the specimens on which the description of this form is based 
were recentl}" recorded as Poniatorhijnch as sencijatas snayalasd but 

^Oberholser, Pro(*. U. 8. Nut. Mius., XXVIII, laOo, p. 
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the coiiipari.son of further material .shows that the bird from South 
Africa and most of East Africa differs su})specifically from that of west- 
ern and northwestern Africa, as above .set forth. Apparently this 
southei’ii rac<‘ has hitherto received no name that can be used for it, since 
all the .synoiyymsof the species are otherwise applicable. Theoi’ig-inal 
L(U( i us senegalus was of course based on the bii-d from Senegal ; Lan i us 
eriftli ropier us Shaw,* in so far as it relates to the present .species, is from 
the same region, as indicated by the description and part of the syn- 
onvmy cited, i. e., "*La Pie-Grieche rous.se a tcte noire du Stmegar’ of 
Daul)enton,^ although it is evident that Shaw had confused the two 
species PomatorJnjnchus senegalus and Pomatorhynchus tschagra; 
Tchagra se'negaJensls\j^r>^o\\*^ also from Senegal; and Laiiius coro- 
Vieillot from an unknown locality is evidently applicable to the 
same form; while the Pomatorhynchus orientaUs of Cabanis,-^ from 
Mombasa, is subspeciffcally different from Ijoth senegalus nwA the pres- 
ent race, as shown below. 

^Measurements of Pomatorhynchus senegalus arme)ius are as follows: 



Sex. 


Locality. 


Date. 


Wing. 


Tail. 


Exposed 

culmen. 


Tarsus, 


Mule 


Plains of Taveta, British Last 
A(rica.« 

Taveta, British East Africa . . . 
South Africa 


•lime 28, 1888 
May 1,1888 


inm. 

82 


mm. 

ys 


min. 

19.5 


mm. 

29 

28 


Do 


87 


101 


19.5 




86 


103 


20.0 


33 










Average 




85 


99 


19.7 


30 











a Type. 



POMATORHYNCHUS SENEGALUS ORIENTALIS Cabanis. 

]^om(Uor}njnc}iui< orienUiVu^ Cab,\nis, von der Decken’s Keisen, III, 18(59, p. 27, in 
text (IMoinhai^a, Briti.^^li East Africa). 

A series of eight specimens from JMombasa, the type locality, shows 
that this form, hitherto usually considered inseparable from Pomator- 
hynehus senegalus^ is well worthy of recognition. It differs from true 
P. senegalus oi western Africa in its inferior .size, more slender bill, 
and decidedly paler upper surface; and from J\ senegalus armenus by 
reason of its smaller size, much paler, more grayisli upper surface, 
and less huffy lower parts. 

« Linnanis, Sy.st. Nat., 12th ed., I, 17(>(), p. 137. 

Vll, Pt 2, 1809, p. 301. 

^ PI. Enl., pi. cvccLxxix, fig. 1. 

Traitc d’Ornith., 1831, p. 373. 

N(mv. Diet, d’lli^^t. Nat., XXVI, 1818, p. 140. 

J'\on <lcr Docken’s Keisen, 111, 18(59, p. 27, in text. 
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EAST AFRU\[X njUDS^OItKRIIOlXFU. 
jMeasiirennnts are as lu'low; 



Sex, 


Locality. 


Bate. I Wing. ' 




Male 

Do 


Mombasa, Britis\i Last Africa. 
do 


mm, 

September nr Octn- 71.0 

ber, 1900. 

do 77 f> 


mm. mm. mm. 

7^ \7.n 2.7.0 

20 . 0 -JS. 0 

91 21.0 29.0 

S9 20.0 29.0 

91 21.0 -^9..=> 


Do 


do 


do sf> 0 


Do 


do 


do ,si 0 


Do 


do 


dn ,. S3 j 










Average 


79 s , 


S7 19.9 2S. 1 






1 


There 


are thus three form.' 


of Powaforh yn<‘Jno< 


se)o(ja! a.s\ whost' 


names and geographical ranges are as follows: 




Pomatorh ynch as sateyal as 
northwestern Africa. 


senega! as (Linnanis' 


). -Western and 


Pomatorlnjncli as seneyaJ as 


armen }/s Obei’holser 


. South Africa 



and eastern Africa north to the Kilimanjaro re^aon. 

Pomatorhyn(‘hw< .'<r}ie(f(ilus oriental h Cabanis.— C’oast reo-ion of 
British East Africa, and pro))a))ly northward. 

P^amily NECTARINIIIKE. 

CINNYRIS OLIVACEA RAGAZZII (Salvadori). 

Eleocerthia Salvadori, Ann. ]\Iils. Stor. Nat. Genova, Ser. 2«, VI (XXVI), 

1888, p. 247 (Fekerie Ghein forest, Shoa, Abyssinia). 

Specimens from j\Iom})asa" are identical with those from Kiliman- 
jaro, and serve even more clearly to emphasize the distinctness of this 
race. 

Family niHUNDINTD.E. 

HIRUNDO PUELLA ABYSSINICA Guerin. 

nirundo ahysainica (Averin, Rev. Zool., 1843, p. 322 (Abyssinia). 

Specimens from Mombasa are very tjA^ical of this eastern sub- 
species, and agree perfectly with birds from jMoiinl Kilimanjaro. 

Family FRINUILLID.E. 

PASSER SWAINSONI GONGONENSIS (Oustalet). 

PseudostrutJius: (/o)tf/oneni<is Oustalet, Le Naturaliste, isno, p. 274 ((Ton^<^ni, near 
Mombasa, Britisli East Africa). 

This larg'e, pale form n'places true Pa^^f r sfrainsouf in southern 
Somali Land and in British Fast Africa, but is (piitc certainly only 
subspecitically distinct. A specimen in the Doheily collection, fioni 
Mombasa,'' belongs to this race. 

('hideo)nitra ohi<ei(ra r(tg((zzii, Holland, Ann. Came, vie ^lus.,lll, inOo, p. 4<>^. 

niruhdo puella Holland, Ann. (^arne.vie I\lns., Ill, liM^L ]>. 457. 

Passer sivamso)ii Holland, Ann. Carnej,ne Mas., JII, UH)5, }>. 4(>l. 



